All these lived in the Professors' Court in the dwelling houses attached bo their respective chairs. Then there was the genial and enthusiastic Dr Grant, Professor of Astronomy, residing at the Observatory, where he was ever ready and willing to devote time and effort to showing the stars through the great telescope to any of his colleagues, or even to the youngest members of their families; and John Nichol, Professor of English Literature, was eager to renew acquaintance with the friend of his youth, and took pleasure in relating reminiscences of early days to James Thomson's children. There was Sir James Roberton, one of the law professors, a most charming conversationalist with endless information about people and events of Scottish history; also Robert Berry, afterwards Sheriff of Lanarkshire; Sir George McLeod, Professor of Surgery, tall and handsome, a brother of the celebrated preacher Norman McLeod, who had died shortly before; Allen Thomson, Professor of Anatomy, to whose exertions the success of the new University buildings was largely due; and many others.
The old somewhat narrow spirit with regard to affairs of religion had vanished; Principal Caird's sermons were not only eloquent, and full of deep thought and earnest feeling, but they inculcated a broad toleration. At the time of James Thomson's appointment to the Engineering professorship in Glasgow, his brother William was still a widower; but in the summer of 1874 he sailed to Madeira in his yacht the Lalla EooJch, and there married Frances Anna, daughter of Charles R. Blandy. Her home-coming brought new brightness to the College Court, and Sir William's lonely house was once more filled with cheerful company.
James Thomson's introductory lecture to the Engineering Class was a paper on Safety and Danger in Structures (No. 53, p. 349), urging the importance of more frequent and more consistent application of force tests. This subject had been before his mind for many years. It was suggested to him by Professor Lewis D. B. Gordon, who wrote to him on the 13th April 1862: " I wish you would write a neat paper on the principles which should decide the coefficients of safety to be used in the application of materials in construction. There is great confusion and error abroad on the subject." His attention being thus directed he read a paper on "Strength, Safety and Danger in Structures, with reference to